Death Rates from PM2.5V Exposure

Death rate from particular matter air pollution vs PM2.5 concentration This particular data visualization signifies the po-
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PM2.5 air pollution, mean annual exposure

Several “Big Data” sets are mashed-up and visualized here, shifting us to a more global scale and kind of analysis. The Global Change Data Lab plots na-
tional death rates from PM2.5 (the y-axis) against mean annual PM2.5 exposure (the x-axis). Nations are color coded by continent, and coded again for
GDP (the size of the circle). The on-line interactive visualization allows you to create and foreground different patterns, but even the static version here
can prompt insight. Data visualizations like this are used to produce and explore patterns in otherwise unreadably, inhumanly large data. They can
(and should) be critiqued as limited by modeling assumptions, reductive in many ways, and otherwise subject to the vicissitudes of all measurement,
but this can also prevent anthropologists from reading for their productive potentials--not least as generators of new questions.
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